
Imperialism =  War, War
and More War

As Bush and the liberals continue to haggle over going to
war in Iraq, all sides agree on doing whatever it takes to
continue U.S. dominance of Persian Gulf oil. This isn’t an
argument between a peace camp and a war camp within
the ruling class. Both gangs want the U.S. to rule the world.
War is coming, either now or in the not-too-distant future.
War is inevitable under the profit system. We must not fall
into the trap of backing one side against the other.  

The Bush-Cheney-Rumsfeld-Wolfowitz crew wants to
invade Iraq very soon, even if they must go it alone. Since
9/11, the U.S. has erected military bases housing 60,000
troops in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan,
Tajikstan, Kuwait, Qatar, Turkey and Bulgaria. The latest
addition is in Djibouti, strategically located along the oil
route of the Horn of Africa and which “boasts a modern
deep water port…ideally situated for monitoring sea traffic
in the southern end of the Red Sea, the Bab al Mandeb
strait, the Gulf of Aden, and the Indian Ocean.” (CNN.com,
9/19). Bush is sending troops, aircraft carriers, bombers and
commandos into the Persian Gulf as a build-up for war in
Iraq.

Powell and liberal Republicans and Democrats worry that
if U.S. imperialism launches a war on its own, it could
boomerang. Russian, French, German, and Chinese bosses
won’t go along unless they get major oil concessions, which
the U.S. has yet to grant. For the moment, Powell and the
liberals appear to be dragging Bush over to their side.

The liberals fear being sucked into al Qaeda’s plan for an
ever-widening war. Bin Laden, alive or dead, represents a
faction of Arab bosses who want to end the U.S. strangle-
hold on Persian Gulf oil. They have significant support with-
in Saudi Arabia and from forces inside the Arab ruling class-
es, who want a cut of oil profits. They have support
throughout the Muslim world and from economically
threatened elements of the middle classes. Most important,
they hope to turn growing numbers of brutally oppressed
workers into an army based on religion, nationalism and
hatred of U.S. imperialism to achieve their goals.

Al Qaeda is counting on U.S. imperialism to supply the
kindling for the firestorm. They want their terrorist acts to
provoke U.S. rulers into military retaliation, creating tens of
thousands of Arab and Muslim casualties. Al Qaeda is hop-
ing that the resulting outrage will create the conditions for
massive uprisings throughout the Arab and Muslim world
that drive Exxon Mobil and Chevron Texaco from the oil
fields.

Since the 9/11 terrorist attacks, U.S. policymakers appear
to be doing exactly what al Qaeda hopes. They continue to
butcher Afghan civilians while their fascist Israeli pals are

murdering Palestinian workers and children every
day. Each death further fans the flames of anti-U.S. hatred.
The U.S. now has “status of forces” agreements authoriz-
ing the presence of U.S. troops in 93 countries. (L.A. Times,
9/6/02)

Invading Iraq and possibly overthrowing Saddam Hussein
is one thing. Installing a stable pro-U.S. regime that can
pump oil for Exxon Mobil is quite another. Saudi oil bosses
have a very shaky hold on power, due to their own corrupt
brutality and history as the U.S. energy puppet. War in Iraq
could fan the flames of rebellion in Saudi Arabia and force
the U.S. to invade and occupy that country as well. Egypt,
with the largest population in the Arab world, remains
highly unstable. Oil-rich Iran could pose an even bigger
problem than it does now. Pakistan too could erupt.
Strategically crucial Indonesia isn’t in Washington’s bag.
U.S. imperialism needs all these countries firmly in its orbit.

So the liberals are telling Bush to slow down before he
drives over a cliff, taking them with him. Before going to
war, they want to soothe the other imperialists and bribe
into existence a pro-U.S. middle class in the important oil-
producing nations. This is what New York Times columnist
Thomas Friedman means when he calls for “democratiza-
tion” and “modernization” in these states.

Liberal Democrats, like
Republicans, Have Spilled Oceans

of Working Class Blood
But the liberals have spilled oceans of working-class

blood: Kennedy and Johnson in Vietnam — leading to
three million deaths — and Clinton/Gore in their air war
over Yugoslavia and maintaining genocidal sanctions
against Iraq, leading to a million deaths. These liberals
expanded overseas military bases, paving the way for the
current Bush deployments.

We can’t predict what the immediate future holds. Bush
may invade Iraq very soon, or the liberals may slow down
the process for a while. Over the long term, however, U.S.
imperialism will make war not only in Iraq, but also
throughout the Persian Gulf and the Middle East. It will
field armies of occupation. These oil wars will lead to sharp-
ened conflict between the U.S. and other imperialists. 

Workers, students and youth in the Middle East and the
U.S. won’t sit still forever while U.S. imperialism kills and
exploits them. Despite the dominance of purely reac-
tionary, nationalist and religious ideology, eventually revo-
lutionary communists will emerge to offer the only true
alternative to imperialist war, building the revolutionary
communist PLP across all borders. The bosses will dig their
grave, but they won’t jump in. That’s up to us.�
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